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Father and son 



SUM MAP l .0 jCjficj 


DAVE 


NEWHOUSE 


.... T JJSIll 5 ^ve years ago, 
Mike M warcoulis • began taking 
little MiRTtoTTigh school bas¬ 
ketball tournaments. Together 
they watched the great McCly- 
monds powerhouses coached 
Tk ? aul Harless - and the me- 

mont teams coached ^ 

weaned on a coachin^whlsUe. t0 S3y UtUe Mlke Was 
miah? 1 ^ ^ ike W . alched for s 'gns to see if little Mike 

in the first inning. Right away, he began encouraging his 

of Ume a lf catcher 5 Mr ' y ’ ,hal lhere was P 1 ™? 

He w^Ue?mem g |™ up. “»"• 

tied the score. Mike Jr., then won the game with^ hif” 

It wasn t the hit that stuck in big Mike’s minri 

a n h H W3y litUe Mike assumed the role o/Xver 
coach. Dad never ask<*d hie L player- 

ball his sophomore year at Oakland High School 

run and whe^ Uf> l ° me and tel1 me which P^ys to 
nn^and where everyone should be on the court,” big 

^ He was^r ea dy t o coach be fore c ollege." 

tben 

coach the same way his dad did Wanted l ° 

“T like kido ciose to them, worry about them 
1 like kids, so that wasn't a problem *’ 

RXX'ZLZl 25J1SS2S 

but he wasn't going to just give games away because ?t 
beat hIm 8 Tn fact® h^enj^ed" When UtUe Mike 
ask hj father for^advi^e' ^^learned f Little Mike wou W 

same itw m a e s^ k b e r s« ,ta8 •Ssss2. atthe 

father Seam"! ££ 

1981 from coaching baseball for ih; sus Pended in 

eTt'o^r^ 

coacii *SSKS25fc 

Pr ° V "Mf dad‘ n „e A eded e,ia , WWe 

Mike Jr said “u a 0t °* ^Ip ^ roiT > his family ” 

SEt® broke 

right ’ ” 1 Just loJd “im, I know you did 












"“SerteT's a b n F ba " chara I>i«nship, and 
jffi m onth with the Fremont basebfn» h3S worked the- 

>sS"^f" i,b , b “ k «^u. u t “ m wbiie 

California CIF ChampiSnshTp^emfrf th « 

«.wm matched with R, 0 rdan ^ ^ ,nals ’ Fre mont, 20 - 

fan 3 ^ hlgh sch ool basketball team 1 ’ F3ted one 01 the 
San Francisco Frpmnn^ al * teams ever product in 

win the OAL £53? ** in ffZSi to 

mighty Riordan. * ’ but dldn t »em a match fo? 

J^'^°TJ^She/utUe Mike S S? Ck ‘'' e ups "' Big 

He seemed almost out of l?.?*™* 11 " 
M ik eS, e oT''a C Xa"d P 4 0 h . me ^ -e game ” „„ 

^•2tS1K^?S53Sa 

Terhf ,1““ ,ron > -Is mother.’” ' u “ caUn 

his game plan, a'lSS-court frloV't'' Mlke an “A” for 

fourth” 8 Frera »">'s strength woulu"^ i!”' game close . 
fourth ,u arter , t worked just". ?„ ak '.. ove| - in -e 

, k h?i“ f sns. 

them 2i s and m 'nds The“ df K 15 '.”? 4 get lns '<fc 
S When , saw he eou.d 

-is -fewon”* 6 comjJS, Wtere Mika *- received 

shoes." big Mike l S,id'” H “5 u “ , " a “g (Allamanno-s) 
and went to work v™ * u P led down the shade 
he«e T r from „,e -earn glumg 

IThet'ithS.' 0 ””^ 

J »'eek appears five 

^ 88 MondavThrouS'^rgf 






Tigers’ Marcoulis 

. ||THU D£C7 ISfiS 

AHamanno coachi 


By Scott Strain 
The Tribune 

Fremont H igh bo vs, bas ket hall 
coach .Mike {Marcoulis^Jr.. re- 
si gned unexpecTe^T^Tuesday, 
and Leo AHamanno, the Tigers’ 
legendary coach, has temporari¬ 
ly taken his place. 

Marcoulis, whose father Mike 
Sr. was a longtime baseball 
coach at Oakland High, left 
school a few hours before Fre¬ 
mont was to play Wilson of San 
Francisco Tuesday afternoon. 

He just came in, handed me 
his scorebook and keys and told 
me, ‘I can’t take it anymore,’ ” 
Fremont High P.E. assistant 
w i r, c 

took me completely by sur¬ 
prise.” 

Sources told The Tribune that 
Marcoulis had very high expec¬ 
tations of his current Fremont 
team and was told Monday by 
Fremont athletic director Bob 
Jerome that four or five of his 
players, all reserves, may be¬ 
come academically ineligible. 
This may have contributed to his 
decision to leave. 

Marcoulis has taken a leave of 
absence and the school is looking 
to fill both the coaching position 
and Marcoulis’ physical educa¬ 
tion teaching spot. 

Neither Marcoulis nor Jer¬ 
ome, who was hospitalized yes¬ 
terday with a stomach disorder, 
were available for comment. 

The 69-year-old AHamanno 
was on the Fremont bench for 
the Tigers’ game against Galileo 
High of San Francisco in the 
opening round of the Bill Down¬ 
ing Basketball Tournament at 
Oakland High last night. 



“I really don’t know what hap¬ 

pened or what’s going to hap¬ 
pen, said AHamanno, who 
coached Fremont to 10 Oakland 
Athletic League titles before re¬ 
tiring in 1982. “I got a call from 
Bob Jerome Tuesday that Mike 
had resigned and would I come 
down to run the team. I said I 
would. 

"It’s fun. I’m not sure I want 
to do it fulltime. You don’t have 
to be a young man to be a basket¬ 
ball coach, but it’s not an old 
man’s job, either.” 

AHamanno was still putting 

names to faces last nipht. but 

something must have clicked 
The Tigers beat Wilson 65-54 
Tuesday and dumped Galileo 87- 
68 last night. 

Said Wine: “The players on 
this team don't know what 
they’ve got.” 

Dan Palley, a gym instructor 
at Claremont Middle School who 
also coached junior varsity bas¬ 
ketball at Tech and at Berkeley, 
said he was asked by Jerome if 
he was interested in the coach¬ 
ing job. 

He said he recommended me 
and asked if I was interested,” 
Palley said. “I said yes and 
that’s where it stands now. To 
get the job I need the approval 
from the (Oakland) School 
Board." 

Fremont jumped to an early 
lead against Galileo and coast¬ 
ed to the victory. 

The Tigers are now 4-1 and 
Galileo fell to 0-1. 
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boys basketball coach. 

Marcoulis, who resigned unex¬ 
pectedly last Tuesday and was 
placed on a leave of absence, has 
changed his mind. He is looking 
forward to the rest of the season. 

“I stayed away for a 72-hour 
period/’ said Marcoulis, who re¬ 
turned in time to be on the bench 
for the Tigers’ tournament loss 
to McAteer of San Francisco 
Saturday night. “In that time, I 
realized I made a mistake. 

“I made a decision based on 
emotion instead of logic. I didn’t 
really think it out.” 

So Marcoulis called Fremont 
High officials and asked if his 
leave of absence could be res- 


Prep Basketball 


cinded. 

“I was told to go back to work 
that night,’’ Marcoulis said. 

“Basically, 1 had been going 
through an emotional period and 
made the wrong decision. It had 
nothing to do wtih the players or 
with the school itself. I was just 
a little stressed out. 

“The biggest thing is that I 
really missed the kids. I told 
them they had nothing to do with 
what happened.” 

Marcoulis confirmed that four 
Fremont players, none consid¬ 
ered starters, are academically 
ineligible. 

“I’m sorry to see that,” the 


going to 
be all right as a team. We re: 
young, but this is one of the top 
groups of kids I’ve ever had 
from the standpoint of their 
being good to work with.” 

Fremont, after losing the 
third-place game to McAteer in; 
the Downing/Oakland Chamber 
of Commerce Invitational at 
Oakland High, has a 4-3 record, j 

During Marcoulis’ leave, vet-; 
eran Leo Allamanno, who 
coached Fremont for many sea¬ 
sons, returned to the Fremont 
bench. Allamanno guided the 
team to a victory over Wilson of 
San Francisco Tuesday, a first- 
round tournament loss to Galileo 
of San Francisco and a second- 
round loss to Christian Brothers 
of Sacramento. 
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Education bias 

As a teacher in a so-called 
flatland” school, I am personal¬ 
ly and professionally affronted 
by the various innuendos sug¬ 
gesting that “flatland” schools 
offer an inferior education. 

I can speak for all my col¬ 
leagues at Fremont High School 
m saying that we offer as diver¬ 
sified and quality an education 
as any conscientious student and 
parent could seek. The Oakland 
Unified School District’s policy 
and approach to interdistrict 
transfers to hill schools is ap¬ 
palling! The bottom line is a fi¬ 
nancial and philosophical ne¬ 
glect of schools existing in the 
inner city of Oakland. 

If the district is bent on evalu¬ 
ating academic progress solely ' 
by test scores (which any statis¬ 
tician would deem as manipula¬ 
tive and culturally biased), then 
expand those so-called hill 
school sites, e g. Joaquin Miller, 
Hillcrest, Montera and Skyline 
high schools, to accomodate all 
of the district’s 51,000 students. 

MICHAEL tifrARCOULK& 
Fremont High School 

Oakland 






Marcoulis 
to coach at 

Mbs# 

By Tribun* itnff 

SA N BRUNO - Mike (Mar- 
coult a^Jr.. who coached basket¬ 
ball at Fremont High in Oakland 
the past eight years, has been 
named an assistant coach at 
Skyline College. 

Marcoulis will be one for 
three new assistants working for 
head coach Pete Pontacq for the 
1991-1992 season. 

Marcoulis won five Oakland 
Athetic League titles and com¬ 
piled a 98-37 won-loss record 
from 1983 to 1991. He also 
coached baseball for eight sea¬ 
sons and won the OAL title in 
1982. 






